
MT Drought Status: Current Conditions Troy Blandford      July 16, 2025
Prepared for the Montana Drought and Water Supply Advisory Committee

Photos submitted to the Montana Drought Impact Reporter,  July 7, 2025
Dawson County.
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48-hour Precipitation Observations – 7/15/2025



Spring Season 
Recap

• Exceptionally hot and dry conditions 
last Fall started the year in a deficit 
(Sept. – Dec. warmest on record).

• March/April – Average to above 
avg. snowpack in Feb. followed by 
early thaw in March, esp. low 
elevations.

• May – Earlier than normal snowmelt 
statewide.

• June – Below avg. precipitation in 
west, north-central, and northeast.  
Avg. to slightly above in central and 
southeast.



4

County Precipitation Rank

April - June June
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MT proposed changes to the USDM week of 7/14



Drought Monitor Change
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Water Year Precipitation

UMRB Drought Indicators Dashboard
https://drought.climate.umt.edu/

06-01-2025 07-13-2025

https://drought.climate.umt.edu/
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Precipitation

30-day 90-day 
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Temperature
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Montana Mesonet soil moisture stations



July 8, 2025 July 9, 2024
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Vegetation Health



Montana Drought Impact Reporter

https://nris.mt.gov/droughtimpacts
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Key Takeaways

Locked in - Improvements to 
the drought map are unlikely 

to minimal until a season 
changing event in the Fall. 

Bright spots continue to be 
southcentral (approx. 

Billings, Stillwater County, 
northern Bighorn County)

Biggest concerns are west 
(Ravalli, Sanders, and Front 
Range) northcentral (Valley, 
Phillips), and east (Prairie, 

Garfield, McCone)

Remaining summer storms 
will likely be spotty but 

beneficial locally.

Slight chance of above 
normal precipitation the 

second half of July; 
otherwise, precipitation and 
temperature Outlooks are 

unpromising for the 
remainder of the season.

Drought impact reports have 
picked up drastically.  Keep 

them coming!



Thank you. 
Questions? Discussion.
Troy Blandford
tblandford@mt.gov

mailto:tblandford@mt.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Montana Drought Impact Reporter
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Thank you. �Questions? Discussion.��Troy Blandford�tblandford@mt.gov�

